Wednesday July 13 2022, 15:30.

ATHELAS SINFONIETTA.
COPENHAGEN
Per NØRGAARD (b. 1932)

On the occasion of Per Nørgaard’s 90th birthday
”Den himmelske og den jordiske kærlighed”
for soprano, recorder, harpsichord, guitar, violin, violincello and percussion
PART I: Nova Genitura (1975), 19’
PART II: Seadrift (1978), 16’
I. Being together
II. Torn Apart

Conductor: Frederik Støvring Olsen
Soprano: Nina Bols Lundgren
tba, violin; Andrew Power, violincello; Manuel Esperilla, harpsichord; Mathias Reumert, percussion;
Nikolaj Ronimus, recorder; Mikkel Egelund Nielsen, guitar

10:00 Artist talk
15:30 Athelas Sinfonietta Copenhagen
20:00 Bezuidenhout, Faust, von Rahden og Dangel

About the music
Per Nørgård (b. 1932): “Den himmelske og den
jordiske kærlighed” (1975/1978)
Just today, 13 July, the Danish composer Per
Nørgård turns 90 years old. Per Nørgård has been a
shining role model for generations of musicians and
composers with his unusually open approach to
music and unique creative power that has taken us
both to infinity and all the way into the fragile human
mind.
“Den himmelske og den jordiske kærlighed” is a
common term for two of Nørgård's works, Nova
Genitura (1975) and Seadrift (1978). Both works
were originally composed for a baroque ensemble,
but Nørgård also allows the works to be played on
modern instruments or, as here, a subtle mix:
harpsichord, horn, recorder, violin, cello, guitar and
percussion in addition to soprano soloist.
The inspiration for Nova Genitura is the concept of
Mary, which has a depth that goes beyond all faiths.
Symbols of the Gentle and the motherly are known
all over the earth. But the word Maria is also
phonetically connected with the Latin word for the
sea, mare, and thus becomes the star of the sea, Maris
stella.
Nova Genitura consists of a wealth of new Maria
melodies. Their simplicity makes it possible to
perceive the music's often complicated interweaving
of contemporary melodies and tempo layers. One of
the melodies, a free-floating chorale, has become a
signature melody for Nørgård, which he has reused
in a large number of later works.
The text of Nova Genitura is anonymous Latin
medieval texts about the heavenly love in the world
of the hymns of Mary.
The text for the work Seadrift is taken from Walt
Whitman's great poem of the same name. Here the
earthly love is expressed. Musically, it is expressed in
a kinship with folk music. The poem describes the
situation that makes the child Walt feel chosen as a
poet. He follows the fate of two birds on Paumanok's
desolate rocky beach. He experiences the bird
couple's happiness at the time together, and later
suffers with the abandoned male bird, which breaks
out in screaming cries.
This motif is concentrated in the work's two
movements Being Together and Torn Apart. The
memory of being together struggles in the last
movement with grief and eventually despair.

About the ensemble
Who has done more for new music in Denmark than
Athelas Sinfonietta? The ensemble, which has existed
since the early 1990s, has commissioned and
performed a large number of new works under the
artistic leadership of Jesper Lützhöft. Athelas has
established itself as one of the leading ensembles in
Denmark when it comes to the brand new music.
They are experts in discovering the newest
tendencies and currents and have collaborated with
soloists, conductors and other ensembles from both
Denmark and abroad. And every year Athelas is
‘ensemble in residence’ at KLANG – Copenhagen
Avantgarde Music Festival.
Tonight’s soloist, the soprano Nina Bols Lundgren,
studied at The Royal Danish Academy of Music, and
since her operatic debut at The Funen Opera, Nina
has been a busy soloist with most Danish orchestras.
After her international debut with the baroque
ensemble New Dutch Academy in Holland, Nina
went on concert tour in China in the spring of 2019
where she performed a work specially composed for
her by the contemporary composer Hans-Erik
Philip.
The concert is played in honour of the composer Per
Nørgård to celebrate his 90th birthday. It’s conducted
by Frederik Støvring Olsen – since 2008 conductor
and director of Sankt Annæ Symphony Orchestra, at
the school for musically talented children, Sankt
Annæ. Besides his work at the school, Frederik has
worked with almost all the big orchestras and
ensembles in Denmark and with various orchestras
in Germany, Sweden, the Czech Republic and the
USA.
Hindsgavl Festival is sponsored by

